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• 7.30pm       Welcome by PP (5 min) 
• 7.35pm        Prayer (10 min) 
• 7.45pm        Outline of Plenary Process (40 min) 
• 8.25pm        Snapshot of Parish & Diocese (10 min) 
• 8.35pm        Open Session (40 min) 
• 9.15pm        Close & Cuppa
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Outline:-
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1. Welcome
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2. Prayer



OPEN PARISH MEETINGS  2018
Catholic Diocese of Sale



PRAYER

As we gather today in this 
parish, we recognise our unity 
as the Body of Christ in our 
local Church, the Diocese of 
Sale and our communion with 
the Australian church and with 
our brothers and sisters 
throughout the world.  



A PRAYER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SALE

Let us pray 

Jesus Christ, Yesterday, Today and Forever, 
One with us in our humanity,  
Be with us in birth, 
Be with us in life, 
Be with us in death. 

Lord Jesus, bless our Diocese of Sale. 
Bless us in our mountains and valleys, plains, rivers and seas. 
Bless us in our natural resources. 
Bless us in our cities and towns.



A PRAYER FOR THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF SALE

Lord Jesus Christ, teach us communion with our local community: 
To know, love and serve our families and friends, 
To know, love and serve those who are poor, 
To know, love and serve those who wait for you. 

Lord Jesus Christ, in this ever changing land, 
Grace us to listen to your Word, 
Grace us to wonder at your presence, 
Grace us to welcome you into our midst. 

To you, our Redeemer, the beginning and end of time, 
To the Father, unending source of all good, 
And to the Holy Spirit, seal of infinite love, 
Be all honour and glory, now and forever. Amen. 

Prayer: Fr Mark Godridge, © 2000, Catholic Diocese of Sale, Victoria.   



SCRIPTURE 
Ephesians 1:17-23
May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of 
glory, give you a spirit of wisdom and perception of what 
is revealed, to bring you to full knowledge of him. May 
he enlighten the eyes of your mind so that you can see 
what hope his call holds for you, what rich glories he has 
promised the saints will inherit and how infinitely great 
is the power that he has exercised for us believers.  

This you can tell from the strength of his power at work 
in Christ, when he used it to raise him from the dead 
and to make him sit at his right hand, in heaven, far 
above every Sovereignty, Authority, Power, or 
Domination, or any other name that can be named, not 
only in this age, but also in the age to come.  

He has put all things under his feet, and made him, as 
the ruler of everything, the head of the Church; which is 
his body, the fullness of him who fills the whole creation.



SILENT REFLECTION  

Prayer of The 2nd Vatican Council (adapted) 

Enlighten our hearts, Holy Spirit,  
Give us light and strength to know your will,  
to make it our own, and to live it in our lives. 

Guide us by your wisdom, 
support us by your power,  
for you are God,  
sharing the glory of Father and Son.  

You desire justice for all: 
enable us to enter into this dialogue with a 
listening ear.   

Unite us to yourself in the bond of love  
and keep us faithful to all that is true.  
Amen.  



HYMN: OPEN MY EYES, LORD
1. Open my eyes, Lord, help me to see your face. 
    Open my eyes, Lord, help me to see. 

2.  Open my ears, Lord, help me to hear your voice. 
     Open my ears, Lord, help me to hear. 

3.  Open my heart, Lord, help me to love like you. 
     Open my heart, Lord, help me to love. 

4.  I live within you, deep in your heart, O Love. 
     I live within you, rest now in Me. 

TEXT & MUSIC: Based on Mark 8:22-25. Jesse Manibusan. © 1988, 1998, 1999, 2008. Jesse Manibusan.  
Published by Spirit and Song (OCP Publications). All rights reserved. One License A-640527.
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3. Outline of Council



Patron 
Saint
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FRANCIS’ 
CHALLENGE
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SYNODALITY 
AN ESSENTAL 

WAY OF BEING 
CHURCH
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SYNOD
σύνοδος (sýnodos) 

meaning 
‘Assembly' or ‘meeting’, 

from syn- together  
+ hodos way, journey
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Synodality: 
Journeying 

Together
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One major focus of Pope 
Francis’ vision for the church 
i s s y n o d a l i t y a n d i t s 
importance for the Church in 
the world today.
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1. “The world in which we live, and 
which we are called to love and 
serve, even with its contradictions, 
d e m a n d s t h a t t h e C h u r c h 
strengthen cooperation in all areas 
of her mission. It is precisely this 
path of synodality which God 
expects of the Church of the third 
millennium.”
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2. Then the Pope described the three 
levels of synodality. The first level 
is that of the local Church. The 
second is the level of ecclesiastical 
provinces and regions, particular 
councils and, in a special way, 
conferences of bishops. And the 
third level is that of the universal 
Church. 
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2020 
Australian 

Plenary 
Council
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TOWARDS 2020

The Australian Bishops at their November 
2017 meeting decided that the Plenary 
Council will be held in two sessions, one in 
O c t o b e r 2 0 2 0 a r o u n d t h e t e n t h 
a n n i v e r s a r y o f M a r y M a c k i l l o p ’ s 
canonisation and the second in May 2021. 
One of these sessions will be held in 
Central Australia and the other in one of 
the major cities on the East Coast.  

 22



TOWARDS 2020

The official launch will be on Pentecost 
Sunday 2018. That will begin a year of 
consultation through Diocesan and Parish 
meetings, family conversations, facilitated 
community discussions, meetings with 
schools, health care, social welfare 
agencies, with aboriginal groups, the poor, 
listening sessions with the bishops and so 
forth. 
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TOWARDS 2020

There will also be consultation and 
reporting back through the website, 
discussion through social media, and 
other ways. The hope is that many 
Catholics, active and disaffected, will take 
the opportunity to help plan the future of 
our Australian Church.  
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TOWARDS 2020

After Easter 2019 there will be a review 
and consolidate what has been said in the 
hope of beginning a second phase of 
consultation and prayerful discernment 
after Pentecost 2019. 
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TOWARDS 2020

Early in 2020 the main issues and 
directions should be clearer and so 
documents can be prepared, merciful and 
inspiring ones along the lines of the 
Vatican II documents. These can then be 
s h a r e d a n d a t t r a c t f e e d b a c k a n d 
discernment before the October 2020 first 
Session. They may also be accompanied by 
l e g i s l a t i o n t o e n s u r e t h e y a r e 
implemented.
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TOWARDS 2020

All the bishops must attend the Plenary 
Council, but it is also hoped to have many 
lay people, priests and religious present. It 
is difficult to say at right now, but if there 
is voting at this session, it will be largely 
consultative and involve all delegates.
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TOWARDS 2020

Then as with Pope Francis’ recent two 
Synods on the Family the results of the 
first session will be published and open for 
consultation in the seven months of 
prayerful deepening before the final 
session where the bishops, having listened 
to the Australian church, will finalise the 
documents and any necessary legislation 
to be submitted to the Pope for approval. 
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TOWARDS 2020

Because this is meant to be an open 
consultation where “everything is on 
the table” it is difficult to say at this 
stage what the major themes will be 
and what legislation will be required.
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TOWARDS 2020

But one thing is clear, whatever 
legislation is required our bigger need 
is to talk to and appreciate one 
another. There is a certain amount of 
fatigue in the church these days that 
no law will resolve. We need to 
discover the Spirit in the church and 
among ourselves.
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TOWARDS 2020

Pope Francis is convinced that it is by 
listening to one another that we listen 
to God and that “open and fraternal 
debate makes theological and pastoral 
thought grow”. He is also convinced in 
the power of face-to-face encounter. 
Hopefully, there will be plenty of 
opportunities for personal encounters 
in the process. 
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TOWARDS 2020

We need one another. All being well, if 
we can learn to speak boldly, listen 
humbly and always with an open 
prayerful heart we may not only learn 
what the Spirit wants for us but also 
come to respect and even enjoy one 
another.
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PLENARY COUNCIL PROCESS
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1.  5 Bishops 

2.Facilitator: Lana Turvey-Collins Team: Peter Gates, Fr Noel 
Connelly + 13 on Facilitation Team 

3.Gaudium et Spes Group (Joy and Hope), Diocese of Sale 

4.Each of 27 Parishes, Pastoral Council, and Groups & People

AUSTRALIAN CATHOLIC BISHOPS CONFERENCE 
Plenary Council 

PLENARY COUNCIL  T: (02) 9919 7822 plenary.council@catholic.org.au 
PO Box 747 NORTH SYDNEY NSW 2059 M: +61(0)481 915 201  www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au 

ATTACHMENT 14.6 
Plenary Council Diocesan Working Groups 

The synodality of the whole Church will find particular expression during the preparatory phase 
through processes of listening, dialogue and discernment. It is important that the experience of 
the preparatory phase be participative, transparent and authentic. 

Diocesan Working Groups for Plenary Council 

Nationally, the Plenary Council Commission has established the Executive Committee, and 
appointed the Facilitation Team.  After some discussion, the proposed next step is establishing 
Plenary Council working groups (PCWG) in each diocese for the local, contextualised and 
effective work of Plenary Council.  The Facilitation Team is available for local support. 

The PCWG Role is proposed to include: 
- Being a resource and advisory group for the Bishop.
- Being the ‘local face’ of the Plenary Council process.
- Being a resource and an advisory group for the Plenary Council Facilitation Team and

Executive Committee.
- Being an effective operational communication and liaison for the Plenary Council

Facilitation Team (national – diocesan connection).
- Being an effective operational communication and liaison for the local network of

organisations, community groups, families, parishes, agencies, schools, businesses etc.
(Diocesan – local community and individual connection).

- ‘Process’ advice – collaborating with the PCFT to ensure the dialogue, listening and
consultation process and methods is contextual and locally responsive.

- Event organisation (logistics).

Recommended Guidelines for considering Diocesan PCWG 
- Representational of diversity in faith perspectives, cultures, languages, professions, and

experiences of Church.
- Balanced between people who are marginalised or minority and people who have

positions of leadership and influence.
- Deliberately inclusive of representatives from the sectors of local parish, Catholic

Health, Catholic Education and Catholic Social Services.
- Deliberately inclusive of representatives who are Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander

people, women, youth and young adults, elderly people, people with disabilities, people
who are active in Church, and those on the peripheries of Church, married couples and
single people, clergy and pastoral associates, ecumenical people, parents, culturally and
linguistically diverse people (English not their first language), etc.

The size and scope of the proposed PCWG is determined by the size of the diocese.  

Executive Committee 
& Facilitation Team Bishops Commission Diocesan 

Working Groups 
Organisation Groups 
& Individual People 

1. 2. 3. 4.



DIOCESAN GROUP 
GAUDIUM ET SPES

1. Mrs Jenny Fitzgerald  
2. Mrs Michelle Grimsted  
3. Mrs Jennifer Hanratty  
4. Mr Mike Hansen 
5. Fr Brendan Hogan 
6. Deacon Mark Kelly 
7. Mrs Sophy Morley (Convenor) 

8. Mr Dominic Ryan 
9. Fr Peter Slater VG 
10. Mrs Anne Taylor  
11. Bp Pat O’Regan
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2020 AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL

1. D i s c e r n m e n t i s m e s s y a n d 
unsett l ing, we need a calm 
serenity in all the mess 

2.Unless we believe that this journey 
is a work of the Holy Spirit it will 
struggle to be more than an 
administrative thing or something 
as a political thing, we need to 
contemplate the voice of Christ
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2020 AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL

3. It is Abrahamic, “Go to the land that I 
will show you”, let go and have the 
imagination of seeing things differently, 
Abraham leaves what he knows, not 
everything. 

4. God never leaves us where we are  

5. This is an Invitation to make an act of 
faith that this is under the inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit
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2020 AUSTRALIAN PLENARY COUNCIL

6. The aim of the Plenary Council is to give the 
Church a sense of hope, while seeing the 
complex reality of life  

7. Missionary discipleship, not missionary 
professionals  

8. We want to retain what is good; some are 
hankering something that it not there any 
more 

9. How do we name the identity of the Church in 
Australia in 2018 and beyond?
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OUR CHALLENGE

Pray  

Invigorate Your 
Pastoral Council 

Seek ways of 
consultation locally 

Pray
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4. Snapshot of Parish & Diocese



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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The Diocese of Sale has:—
123,594 Catholics (2016 Census) 
an area of  44,441 km2 
27 Parishes 
14 Religious  
47 Clergy 
In 2016 we opened first new Parish in 37 years  
1 new Catholic Hospital (Berwick) in 2018 
44 Catholic Schools (1 new this Yr~ Cowes) 
19,000 Children in Catholic Schools 
7 Seminarians

The Diocese of Sale was established on 
10th May, 1887 (131 yrs ago)



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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2016 Census %

Catholic Population 123,594 21.83%
Other Religious 

Affiliation 205,129 36.24%

Secular Beliefs 184,298 32.56%

Inadequately Described 53,054 9.37%

Total 566,075 100.00%

The Diocese in its Context



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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Retired
28%

Active
72%

Active Retired

Category Num %

Active 34 72%

Retired 13 28%

Total 47 100%

Sale Clergy (All = 47)



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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Away
3%

On Loan
41% Incardinated

56%

Incardinated On Loan
Away

Category Num %
Incardinated 19 56%

On Loan 14 41%
Away 1 3%
Total 34 100%

Sale Clergy Active (34)



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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Weekly Mass Attendees
2011 2016

11,378

10,820

2011 2016

2011 2016 Diff %
10,820 11,378 558 5%

Diocesan Mass Attendance

Year Catholics
Regularly
Attending %

2016 123,594 11,378 9.21%

2011 120,341 10,820 8.99%

3,970 Catholics per Clergy Person
335 Active Catholics per Clergy 

Person



THE DIOCESE OF SALE
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Sacramental Statistics

2016 2017 Change %

Baptisms 1,126 1,082 -44 -3.91%

Confirmations 946 885 -61 -6.45%

Holy Communions 1,011 920 -91 -9.00%

Marriages 61 49 -12 -19.67%

Funerals 432 451 19 4.40%



THE PARISH OF BAIRNSDALE
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2011 2016 Diff %

584 362 -222 -38%

Mass Attendance

0

150

300

450

600

Weekly Mass Attendees

362

584

2011 2016

2011 % Attending

4,996 11.69%

2011  Catholic Population

Established  1883 (135 yrs ago)



THE PARISH OF BAIRNSDALE
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Sacramental Statistics

2016 2017 Change %

Baptisms 37 30 -7 -18.92%

Confirmations 36 36 0 0.00%

Holy Communions 40 34 -6 -15.00%

Marriages 3 6 3 100.00%

Funerals 33 29 -4 -12.12%



5. Open 
Session
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5. Open Session



OPEN SESSION…

What would my response to this 
question be?
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Question 1. 
A Vibrant Church is a 
People of God who…



OPEN SESSION…

A People who:- 

• Live life in the Spirit 
• Connect Head, Heart and Hand 
• A Church who:- 

• has suffered 
• turns up 
• engage the world 
• is grateful
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OPEN SESSION…

What would my response to this 
question be?
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Question 2. 
What do we as the Church 

need to hear now?
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6. Close


